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OFFICIAL VISIT OF AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
BRUNO KREISKY IN LONDON PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 
Foreign Minister Dr. Bruno Kreisky has accepted an 
invitation of the British Government for an official visit in 
London. 
Dr. Kreisky will go to London on February 8th for a three 
day stay in the British capital. 


AUSTRIAN MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 
TO ATTEND SQUAW VALLEY OLYMPICS 

Austrian Minister for Education Dr. Drimmel will leave 
Vienna for San Francisco on February 12th. He will partici- 
pate there in the session of the International Olympic Com- 
mittee. Dr. Drimmel is to attend this meeting in his capacity 
as President of the Austrian Olympic Committee and of the 
Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games which are to take 
place in 1964 in Innsbruck. From San Francisco, Dr. Drimmel 
will go to Squaw Valley for the formal opening of the Olympic 


Winter Games 1960 and to attend some of the first athletic 
competitions. 


AUSTRIA MAINTAINS POSITION AS EUROPE’S 
GREATEST EXPORTER OF ELECTRIC CURRENCY 

Austrian production of electric current in 1959 was five 
times the country’s production in 1938. During 1959, electric 
current production in Austria has again risen considerably. 

The Federal Ministry for Transportation and Electric 
Economy believes total production for electric current in 
Austria in 1959 to have been approximately 15 billion KWH, 
the greater part of which has been consummated by public 
utilities. Compared with 1958, this would indicate a rise of 
approximately 1.5 billion KWH or 11.1%. 

Austria was able to maintain its position-as Europe’s 
greatest current exporter. On the other hand, it could reduce 
its current imports by approximately 36%. Throughout the 
year, no difficulties were encountered in meeting the ever 
rising public demands for electric current. 


AUSTRIA BOOSTS U.S. SALES 

Austrian exports to the United States reached 54.1 mil- 
lion dollars during the first ten months of 1959, a jump of 
39 per cent over the same period last year. 

Figures just released by the Austrian Statistical Office 
also show that Austria bought 55.7 million dollars worth of 


4 American goods during the 10-month period. 


AUSTRIA GRANTS CREDIT TO INDIA 

Austria is soon to join the countries giving aid to under- 
developed nations by granting an annual credit of 20 million 
dollars to India, it was officially announced in Vienna. 

Austrian Minister of Finance Reinhard Kamitz has left 
for India earlier this month for final talks on those measures 
which will provide the Asian nation with machines, tractors, 
electrical instruments, bridges and other capital goods. 

In a newspaper interview, Minister Kamitz said that the 
credit for India will only be the beginning of a large-scale 
financing action to aid under-developed areas. 

AUSTRIAN TOURIST INCOME HITS PEAK 
OF $200 MILLION FOR 1959 


Tourism in Austria took another spurt in 1959. Foreign 
exchange earnings of the nation’s tourist industry through 
November reached a record of $200 million. With receipts from 
tourism for the entire year expected to show an increase of 
more than $34 million over 1958, Austria is enjoying the best 
tourist season in history. 

Austria today ranks, with France and Italy, among Eu- 
rope’s top three tourist attractions. The number of overnight 
stays by foreign visitors in Austria climbed by 12.4% between 
November 1, 1958, and the end of October 1959, with the 
majority of the tourists coming from West Germany, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands and the United States. 

In view of the tourist industry’s importance to the well- 
being of the Austrian economy — on the strength of the tourist 
income Austria has been able to balance her trade deficit in 
the past years — new efforts are made to make Austrian tour- 
ist facilities even more attractive. 


AUSTRIAN AIRLINES EXPAND 
SERVICES AND MANAGEMENT 

Austrian Airlines, one of Europe’s faster growing feeder- 
lines, will buy four new Vickers Viscounts, as well as lease 
two more, to meet the heavy traffic expected with the summer 
tourist influx into Austria. Only recently Austrian Airlines 
have extended their flight system to Cairo, and increased 
their flights to Eastern Europe. 

The expansion is part of the airline’s recent change of 
of top management to increase its sales and technical ef- 
forts. Felix Schalk, a veteran of international air transporta- 
tion service and a long-time executive with Pan American 
Airways, is the new administrative head of the line. He will 
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work, it was indicated, in strengthening the Austrian Air- 
lines sales force and linking it closely with Austrian State 
Offices throughout the world. 

Another new officer is Ferdinand Brandner, who be- 
comes Technical Director, after having served as consulting 
engineer to a number of European aircraft manufacturers. 


AUSTRIAN EMBASSY APPOINTS LEGAL COUNSEL 

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
appointed Mr. Robert Delson as Legal Counsel to the Austrian 
Embassy in Washington. Mr. Delson, a partner in the law 
firm of Delson, Levin & Gordon, of New York and Washington, 
is an expert in international public and private law and eco- 
nomic development, and is the author of numerous articles 
on these subjects. His firm is also counsel to a number of 
other foreign governments. 


GROWING NUMBER OF JEWS LEAVE 
EAST BLOC COUNTRIES FOR ISRAEL AND OVERSEAS 

During 1959, 12,273 Jewish emigrants from East Bloc 
countries have passed through Austria. Two thirds of them 
went to Israel, most of the remainder to Australia and some 
to Argentina and other countries overseas. 

7,234 of these emigrants came from Rumania, 4,254 from 
Poland, 645 from Hungary, and 140 from the Soviet Union. 
The latter hadcome almost exclusively from territories former- 
ly belonging to Poland. 

The curve of Jewish emigration from eastern countries 
lately has shown an upward tendency. 


PRESS COMMENT 


‘*Austria enjoyed another good year in 1959’’, the New 
York Times said in a review of Austria’s economic situation 
on January 12. ‘‘Employment was up sad thevolume of foreign 
trade expanded. The balance of payments was again positive, 
thanks to a substantial incr2>ase in tourist income. 

‘*In the twelve months from Nov. 1, 1958, to last Oct. 30, 
foreign currency proceeds from the tourist trade attained the 
equivalent of 5,200,000,000 schillings (more than $200,000,000 
equivalent of 5,200,000,000 schillings (more than $200,000, 
000). This exceeded proceeds from the previous season by 
21 per cent. 

‘*Deducting 1,060,000,000 schillings ($42,400,000) by 
Austrians in foreign currency abroad, the net balance of 
4,100,000,000 schillings ($164,000,000) covered the entire 
foreign trade deficit and 'eft a surplus of 20,000,000 schil- 
lings ($800,000), 

Employment Rate High 

‘Another indication of Austria’s healthy condition was 
the high state of employment. The number of employed total 
582,584, surpassing that for the corresponding period in 
1958 by 3 per cent. Unemployment was negligible. 

**Timber, textiles, steel, foodstuffs and machinery were 
again big foreign-currency earners. But for timber exports, 
none could match tourism. 

‘*On balance, the situation was sound for the National 
Bank to extend the area of schilling convertibility to cover 


liquidation of business assets held by foreign partners, as 
well as proceeds from the sales of domestic securities and 
stock. 

‘‘Despite low wage standards, the consensus is that 
the Austrians are better off today than at any time since the 
end of the first World War.’’ 


CELEBRITIES VISITING THE TYROL 

Ex-Empress Soraya spent a short winter vacation in St. 
Anton at the Arlberg. 

Princesses Irene and Margriet of the Netherlands are 
being expected in St. Anton. 

The Duke of Kent has begun his winter vacation in Kitz- 
buehel. From January 21st to February 6th, he will participate 
in this year’s British Army Skiing Championship Competition 
in Lermos and probably start in Downhill Racing and Slalom. 


SCIENCE AND THE ARTS 


REGINA RESNIK TO GIVE GUEST PERFORMANCES 
AT VIENNA STATE OPERA 

Regina Resnik, member of the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York, will begin her guest appearances at the Vienna State 
Opera on February 26th. She will sing the role of Klytem- 
naestra the title role in ‘‘Carmen’’, Amneris in ‘‘Aida’’ and 
Ulrika in ‘‘The Masked Ball’’. 


‘VIENNA ON PARADE" HAS WON WIDE ACCLAIM 

The Vienna Deutschmeister Orchestra, its conductor 
Capt. Julius Herrmann, the soloists, the chamber quartet and 
the singers and dancers who form the ensemble of ‘‘Vienna 
on Parade’? have turned the premiere in Carnegie Hall on 
January 10th into a huge success. 

In the words of a New York newspaper, ‘‘they have suc- 
ceeded in something artists rarely succeed in: for their audi- 
ence, which fitted Carnegie Hall wildly applauding, humming 
the old and well-known tunes and rhythmically claping their 
hands, they bridged time and space. They succeeded in shov- 
ing aside the three thousand miles and a wide ocean which 
separate New York’s 57th Street from the ‘‘Ring’’ in Vienna, 
For fully two and one half hours Carnegie Hall had ceased to 
be Carnegie Hall and had become instead the Theater an der 
Wien, the Prater and Grinzing everything in one... 

‘*And the melodies, the ever young tunes of singing and 
heart-conquering Vienna which the world knows and loves, 
these melodies danced through the big hall as colorful lovea- 
ble memories like a tender touch of a happier past.’’ 


NEWS BRIEFS 
Dr. Alfred G. Ebel, a graduate from the University of 
Vienna Medical School, who established himself in Rochester, 
N.Y., aS a general practitioner, was elected by the internes 
and residents of St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, as ‘‘Doctor 
of the year’’ in December 1959. 
* 
Former Vienna Burgtheater Director Adolf Rott will do 
the stage setting for Chicago Lyric Opera this season. 
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AN ARRAY OF GREAT CONDUCTORS 
IS TO CONDUCT AT SALZBURG FESTIVAL 

The preliminary prospect of this year’s Salzburg Festival 
lists the names of the conductors and stage directors who 
will be in charge of events this summer. 

Conductors: Ernest Ansermet, Karl Boehm, Bernhard 
Conz, Herbert von Karajan, Joseph Keilberth, Dimitri Mit- 
ropoulos, Karl Muenchinger, Bernhard Paumgartner, Nello 
Santi, Heinz Wallberg. 

Stage Directors: Gustaf Gruendgens, Rudolf Hartmann, 
Georg Reinhardt, Guenther Rennert, Oscar Fritz Schuh, Rudolf 
Steinboeck and Margarete Wallmann. 

Verdi’s ‘‘Don Carlos’’ as staged by Gustaf Gruendgens 
for the Salzburg Festival in 1958, will once again be shown 
under the baton of Nello Santi. 


err ie 





View of Salzburg 


SALZBURG MUSICAL SPRING 
OFFERS INTERESTING FARE 

Salzburg’s Musical Spring, lasting from May 16 to June 6, 
will include eight chamber music concerts, four serenade per- 
formances, two orchestral concerts, three church music events 
and two opera performances. . 

_ Under the artistic direction of Wilhelm Stross, Munich, 
the program presents, among other names, Bernhard Paumgart- 
ner and Joseph Messmer, the Loewenguth, Koeckert, and 
Stross String Quartets. Furthermore, Pianist Joerg Demus and 
the Prague Wind Instrumentalist Association will be heard. 
VIENNA CHOIR BOYS TOUR USA 

A group of Vienna Choir Boys has arrived in New York 
aboard the ‘‘Queen Elizabeth’’, and on January 9th has start- 
ed a thirteen week tour of sixty American cities. These guest 
performances, which will be conducted by Helmut Froschauer, 
represent the sixteenth tour of the Vienna Choir Boys through 
the United States. 


CONCERT SCHEDULE IN THE U. S. 


Jan March 

27 LaSalle, Ill. 2 Window Rock, Ariz. 
28 ~=Lincoln, Ml. 3 Cortez, Colo. 

30 Chippewa Falls, Wis. 4 Durango, Colo. 

31 St. Louis Park, Minn. 6 Plainview, Tex. 
Feb 8 Me Bend, Kans, 
3 LaCrosse, Wisc. 10 a, Mo. 

?  Samdoe ie, 12 Bartlesville, Okla. 
8 Yankton, S.D. 14 Richardson, Tex. 

9 Lexington, Nebr. 15 Irving, Tex. 

10 Kearney, Nebr. 17 Memphis, Tenn. 

13. Portland, Ore. 18 Huntsville, Ala. 

15 Vancouver, B.C. 20 Bowling Green, Ky. 
16 Victoria, B.C. 23 Williamsburg, Va. 
17 Seattle, Wash. 25 New York City, N.Y. 
18 Tacoma, Wash. 26 New York City, N.Y. 
20 San Francisco, Calif. 27 Washington, D.C. 
21 Stanford, Calif. 28 Carlisle, Pa. 

23 Redwood City, Calif. 29 Butler, Pa. 

24 Lodi, Calif. 30 Pittsburgh, Pa. 

25 Poterville, Calif. April 

26 China Lake, Calif. 2 Philadelphia, Pa. 


27 Los Angeles, Calif. 
28 San Gabriel, Calif. 


HANS BOEHLER EXPOSITION IN NEW YORK'’S* 
“ARTISTS’ GALLERY" TO BEGIN ON JANUARY 30th 

The Artists’ Gallery in New York, 851 Lexington Avenue, 
will open an exposition of paintings by the well-known Aus- 
trian painter Hans Boehler on January 30th. The exposition 
will last until February 25th. 





Hans Boehler: Lincoln Square Cafe 1955 


The 75-years-old Austrian artist who for the last twenty 
years has lived either in New York or in Vienna, has found 
international acclaim as one of the most impressive repre- 
sentatives of modern Austrian painting. 

Many important works of Boehler now form part of Ameri- 
can collections and show the appreciation Boehler’s art has 
found in American artists’ and connoisseurs’ circles. 

GRAZ FESTIVAL OPENS IN JUNE 

Graz, Austria’s second largest city, will begin its An- 
nual Festival Weeks this year on June 18 with a presentation 
of Gottfried von Einem’s opera ‘‘Danton’s Death’’ in the 
Graz Opera House, Hugo Wolf’s ‘‘Corregidor’’ and Richard 
Strauss’ ‘‘Arabella’’ will follow. 

The open-air stages Schlossberg and Eggenberg will be 
used for presentations of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Salome’’ and 
Donizetti’s ‘‘General Rehearsal’’. 

(SCIENCE AND THE ARTS continued on page 6) 
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The Way to Victory at the Olympics: 


A SHORT HISTORY 
OF ALPINE SKIING IN AUSTRIA 


The Austrian Alps and their incomparably beautiful and 
numerous slopes — almost all of them accessible by cable 
car and ski lift — fulfill to a unique degree the ideal pre 
requisites for Alpine skiing. Moreover, thanks to his natural 
talents, the Austrian seems positively predestined for this 
type of sport which requires an acute sense of motion, quick 
reactions, buoyancy and rhythm. In spite of these natural 
endowments and advantages, however, decades of painstaking 
work and fplanning were necessary for Austria to gain the 
pre-eminence in competitive international skiing which she 
now enjoys. 

Austrian skiing made its first important showing at the 
end of the Twenties, when Alpine ski racing entered a new 
stage following the invention of the steel edges for skis. This 
was the brief but glorious period during which the Innsbruck 
skiers Lantschner, Leubner, Reindl and Salcher — known at 
that time as the “‘Red Devils’’ dominated Alpine skiing com- 
petitions in Central Europe. Then came a period of successes 
for Switzerland during which time the only Austrians to as- 
sert themselves were the world champions Zingerle and Toni 
Seelos, the latter one of Austria’s most successful skiers 
and many years ahead of his time inslalom racing techniques. 


Austrian skiers did not participate in the 1936 Winter 
Olympics at Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Germany, but at the 
FIS (Federation Internationale Des Ski) races at Innsbruck 
in the same year, the first places in the slalom events went 
to the Austrians Rudi Matt and Gerda Paumgarten. At the 
1933 FIS races at Innsbruck Inge Lantschner and Toni Seelos 
had won the world titles. Successive years brought world 
championship titles in the downhill and slalom racing to the 
Austrians Jennewein, Pfeiffer and Lantschner and in 1939, 
for the first time, the world title in ski jumping went to Sepp 
Bradl of Salzburg, who for many years remained Central Eu- 
rope’s best jumper. 


St. Moritz— Aspen — Oslo —Cortina d’Ampezzo 


The war results in a serious interruption of Austrian 
skiing, which after 1945 had to be reorganized very laborious- 
ly from practically nothing. Deprived for many years of inter- 
national contacts, poorly fed and badly equipped, Austrian 
skiers participated in the 1948 Winter Olympics at St. Moritz, 
and one of them, Trude Beiser, won a gold medal in the Alpine 
combination —the first Olympic gold medal ever to be awarded 
to an Austrian skier. Trude Baiser also won a silver medal in 
downhill racing. Ricki Mahringer, another Austrian girl, won 
bronze medals in the Alpine combination and the special 
slalom, while Resi Hammerer won a bronze medal in downhill 
racing. 

Two years later, at the world championship contests in 
Aspen, the Austrians made their first breakthrough toward top 
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The traditional Lauberhorn competition this year again 
culminated in an exceptional triumph for the Austrian skiers. 
Pepi Stiegler from Lienz became Lauberhorn winner 1960 in 
Alpine Combination. But not only in this total evaluation does 
Austria hold the top position. The first three places in Slalom 
were also taken by Austrian skiers: Hias Leitner won over 
Stiegler and Ernst Hinterseer. Oberaigner took the fifth place 
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THE ABOVE PICTURES SHOW LEFT TO RIGHT: 

KARL SCHRANZ: born 18 November, 1938 in St. Anton at the Arl- 
berg; salesman; height: 5’8’’; weight: 158 lbs.; first start and vic- 
tory at five years of age; at this time Austria’s most successful 
alpine contestant; three-time Kandahar winner (1957, 1958, and 
1959) and winner of the Diamond Kandahar Medal; numerous times 
Austrian youth championship winner; winner of the Grossglockner 
competition in 1957; Austrian champion 1958 in Downhill Racing, 
Giant Slalom and Alpine Combination; winner of numerous other 
international competitions; world’s best runner during 1959. 59 
ANDERL MOLTERER: born 8 October, 1931 in Kitzbuehel, Tyrol; 
carpenter and chauffeur; height: 5’6.5’’; weight: 150 lbs.; one of 
the most successful contestants of recent years; three-time Kanda- 
bar winner (1953, 1954, 1956) and winner of the Diamond Kandahar 
Medal; Bronze Medal in giant slalom worid championships 1954 
Aare; Silver Medal in giant slalom and Bronze Medal in downhill 
racing Olympic Winter Games 1956 Cortina; four-time winner of the 
International Hahnenkamm competition in KitZbtehel; many times 
Austrian skiing champion; winner of numerous international skiing 
competitions. 

ERNST HINTERSEER: born 28 February, 1932 in Kitzbuehel, Tyrol; 
farmer; height: 5’9’’; weight: 160 lbs.; one of the best ski-runners, 
especially in slalom and giant slalom; Austrian champion 1956 in 


fae Combination; winner in numerous international ski compe- 
itions. 
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so that in this group four Austrians found themselves among 
the first five. In Alpine Combination, Bogner brought Germany 
the second place while Hias Leitner and Ernst Hinterseer 
took the third and the fourth places. Therefore, three Austrians 
were counted in Alpine Combination among the first ten. This 
Austrian triumph is of particular importance in view of the 
fact that this is an Olympic year. 





ERNST OBERAIGNER: born 5 November, 1932 in Saalfelden in 
Salzburg; owner of sports goods store; height: 5’7’’; weight: 154 lbs.; 
very successful runner; was a few times forced to pause for a while 
due to injuries; Bronze Medal in downhill racing at world champion- 
Ships 1954 in Aare; Austrian champion 1956 in slalom; winner in 
Laubenhorn competition 1959; winner of many international ski 
competitions. 

HIAS LEITNER: born 22 September, 1935 in Kitzbuehel, Tyrol; 
plasterer; height: 5’9’’; excellent runner, very even, to be found 
among the top runners in almost all competitions; Austrian champion 
1959 in downhill racing and giant slalom; winner in many inter- 
national ski competitions. 

PEPI GRAMSHAMMER: born 6 August, 1932 in Kufstein, Tyrol; 
dairy farmer; height: 5’7.5’’; weight: 138.5 lbs.; excellent runner, 
also to be found in the top rank in almost all international compe- 
titions; winner in many international competitions. 


3PEPI STIEGLER: born 20 April, 1937 in Lienz in Eastern Tyrol; 


Photographer; height: 5’9’’; weight: 154 lbs.; best runner of the 

young generation; Austrian Junior champion 1957; winner in many 

a ski competitions; victof-in Grossglockner competition 
9. 

EGON ZIMMERMANN I: born 19 February, 1933 in Innsbruck, Tyrol; 

engine-fitter; height: 6’; weight: 171.5 lbs.; very successful runner 

With very even style. Is to be found far in the front rank in almost 


tal competitions. 











place. Trude Baiser (1) and Dagmar Rom (2) conquered three 
world titles, Ricki Mahringer won two silver medals, and 
Trude Baiser won an additional second place. Although the 
men, except for one third place (won by Egon Schoepf), were 
far less successful than the girls, Austria’s skiers nonethe- 
less were the overall winners in the 1950 world champion- 
ships. 

The lagging of the male skiers behind the women resulted 
in a reconstitution of the men’s team and in a change in 
methods and training. Although great emphasis was placed on 
the skier’s individuality, the basic trend was toward educating 
the younger generation of skiers in a spirit of teamwork. Not 
even the most successful skiers were allowed to become 
stars, since the star systems destroy the structure of the 
team, nor were they allowed to neglect their professions and 
home surroundings, all glory notwithstanding. 

By the time of the 1952 Winter Olympics at Oslo, the 
men’s team achieved a deserved and noteworthy success in 
the form of one gold medal (Othmar Schneider), two silver 
medals (Othmar Schneider and Christian Prawda), and two 
bronze medals (Christian Prawda and Toni Spiss). The girls 
on this occasion won a gold medal(Trude Baiser) and a silver 
medal (Dagmar Rom). 

Despite the departure of many top skiers — mainly to the 
United States — 1953 was characterized by further resounding 
successes of the new generation, and the FIS World Champion- 
ships in 1954 again brought gold medals for both the men’s 
and the women’s teams, with Austria taking first place in the 
listing by nations. 1955 was marked by preparations for the 
1956 Winter Olympics and by clear Austrian victories in all 
international competitions except the Lauberhorn race. 

The 1956 Winter Olympic Games in Cortina d’Ampezzo 
ended with successes for Austria’s athletes, in particular for 
her skiers; successes which were unique in the history of 
Austrian sports and in the history of international winter 
sports. The Austrian participants in these games won a total 
of four gold, three silver and four bronze medals. On the basis 
of the unofficial scoring system, the Austrians took second 
place behind the Soviet Union and ahead of all the teams from 
northern and alpine countries. 

Hero of the 1956 Winter Olympics was the 21-year-old 
old Toni Sailer + the first skier ever to win all three Alpine 
competitions — downhill, slalom and giant slalom — thereby 
adding a fourth title, that of world champion of 1956, to 
his other three world titles. The fourth gold medal went 
to Sissy Schwarz and Kurt Oppelt for pair figure skating. 
Silver medals were won by Regina Schoepf (Slalom), Putzi 
Frandl (Giant Slalom) and Anderl Molterer (Giant Slalom). 
Bronze medals were awarded to: Thea Hochleitner (Giant 
Slalom), Walter Schuster (Giant Slalom), Anderl Molterer 
(Downhill Skiing) and Ingrid Wendl (Figure Skating for Women). 

The result of the 1958 FIS World Ski Championships at 
Badgastein confirmed the outcome of the Cortina Winter 
Olympic Games. 

Austria won four first prizes and four second prizes out 
of a total of eight awards for Slalom, Giant Slalom, Downhill 


and Alpine Combination. (Continued on page 6) 
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HISTORY OF ALPINE SKIING (Cont'd from page 5) 


The winners were: 

Men’s Slalom: 1. Jos] Rieder, 2. Toni Sailer; 

Men’s Giant Slalom: 1. Toni Sailer, 2. Jos] Rieder; 

Men’s Downhill: 1. Toni Sailer; 

Alpine Combination: 1. Toni Sailer, 2. Jos] Rieder; 

Women’s Slalom: 2. Putzi Frandl; 

Alpine Combination: 3. Putzi Frandl. 

The classification by nations resulted in the following 
allotment of points: 


Austria 125 pts U.S.A. 29 pts 
Switzerland 94 pts Italy 27 pts 
France 50 pts Japan 19.5 pts 
Norway 43 pts Germany 12 pts. 
Canada 40.5 pts 


AUSTRIA’S ICE SKATERS 

This year’s Austrian Skating Championships for women 
were won by the 15-year old Vienna student Regina. Heitzer, 
first place, by Karin Frohner, second place, and Hella Hen- 
neis, third place. 

The three girls from Vienna will participate in the Squaw 
Valley competitions but since these very talented young con- 
tenders until now have had no occasion to gain international 
experience, there is a possibility that, for the first time in 
the history of Austrian Ice skating, none of the Austrian 
participants may appear among the victors in this particular 
competition. 

Austrian Ice skating champion among the men was 20- 
year old Norbert Felsinger; second became 18-year old Peter 
Jones. Both will go to Squaw Valley. 

In the competition of couples, 16-year old Diana Hinko 
and 20-year old Heinz Doepfl will represent Austria. 


FASHIONABLE AUSTRIANS ASSURED 
OF GOOD SHOWING AT OLYMPICS 

The Team, to be sent to Sqaw Valley to defend Austria’s 
reputation as the foremost wintersport country will look as 
classy as a top-notch fashion designer can make it. 

The man charged with this responsibility is the same one 
who brought distinction to Austria a year ago at the Brussels 
World Fair, W. F. Adimueller. His stunning yellow and grey 
hostess outfit for daytime wear and white and gold suits for 
official functions were judged best of the Exposition. 

This summer the 50-year-old designer, who has such 
prominent stars like the opera singers Hilde Gueden, Irmmgard 
Seefried and Jean Madeira on his list of patrons, added 
another feather to his Tyrolean hat by winning the nod of the 
Austrian Olympic Committee to proceed with designs for 1960 
team’s wearing apparel. 
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SCIENCE AND TKE ARTS (Continued from page 3) 


PASSION PLAYS IN TYROLEAN MOUNTAIN 
VILLAGE ERL BETWEEN MAY AND SEPTEMBER 





The Village of Erl 

The Tyrolean mountain village of Erl again will show 
passion plays during this summer as in the past. The village 
had its own passion plays for the first time more than three 
hundred years ago, namely in 1633. 

The formal opening of this year’s season in Erl will take 
place on May 15th. The last performance is to be given on 
September 25th. 

The passion plays which will be performed by the in- 
habitants of Erl will show Christ’s passion in the traditional 
setting. 


OPERA PREMIERES 1960 IN VIENNA 


During the remaining part of the 1959/60 season, the 
Vienna State Opera will present five new stage adaptations 
and one premiere. On February 7, Borodin’s ‘‘Prince Igor’’ 
will be shown under the musical direction of Lovro von Mata- 
cic and the stage direction of Hager. The title role will be 
sung by Eberhard Waechter and Ira Malaniuk. Hilde Zadek 
will sing the soprano part. Ildebrando Pizzetti’s ‘‘Murder in 


the Cathedral’’ will be performed for the first time by the end | 


of February. Stage direction: Piero Zuffi. Musical direction: 
Herbert von Karajan. The main parts will be sung by Lisa 
della Casa and Hans Hotter. 

March will see a ballet performance, and in April Puc- 
cini’s ‘‘Boheme”’ will be newly staged under the musical 
direction of Herbert von Karajan with Antonietta di Stella, 
Eugenia Ratti, Giuseppe di Stefano and Eberhard Waechter 
singing the main parts. In May, Rudolf Hartmann will present 
a new stage adaptation of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Capriccio’’. 
Under the baton of Karl Boehm, Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, 
Christa Ludwig and Paul Schoeffler will sing the leading 
roles. Guest performances by Mario del Monaco planned for 
two weeks will also be an important operatic event. 

Two premieres are planned for the Festival month of June: 
Wagner’s ‘‘Goetterdaemmerung’’ as concluding performance 


of Karajan’s staging of the ‘‘Ring’’. Karajan will also conduct 
this performance. The main parts will be sung by Birgit Nils- 
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son and Windgassen, Frick and Uhda. Renata Tebaldi will 
probably sing in a new performance of Giordano’s ‘‘Andrea 
Chenier’’ under the baton of Molinari Fradelli. The singer of 
the tenor part has not yet been chosen, but it will in all 
probability be taken over by either Fernando Corelli or Carlo 
Bergonzi. The role of Charles Gerard will be sung by Ettore 
Bastianini. 

Two Wagner adaptations have been planned for the 
1960/61 season, ‘‘Parsival’’ and ‘‘Meistersinger’’. Further- 
more, talks are under way to win three renowned artists for 
the vienna State Opera, namely Grace Hofmann, Hermann Prey 


and Fritz Wunderlich. 
At the beginning of February, the Vienna ‘“‘Volksoper’’ 


will stage Franz Salmhofer’s ‘‘Iwan Tarassenko’’ with an 
internationally known cast. The Chilean baritone Luis Tor- 
rens will sing the title role, the role of Nadja will be sung 
by Milaba Subrtowa, the first soprano of the Prague Opera 
House, while other parts will be sung by Mlles. Draksler, 
Damassioti and Messrs. Kmentt, Kuchar, Berry, Welter, 
Bayle and Koreh. Argeo Quadri will conduct while the stage 
direction will be in the hands of Otto Fritz. Stage designs 
will be by Stefan Hlawa. 

In February, ‘‘Kiss me, Kate’’ will once again become 
part of the repertory while for the beginning of March a ballet 
evening is being planned, which is to include Alfredo Casel- 
la’s ‘‘La Giara’’ (The Pitcher). By the middle of April, Dino 
Yannopoulos of the Metropolitan Opera will stage Massenet’s 
‘*Manon’’ under the baton of Quadri. As a contribution to the 
June Festival. Otto Fritz will stage ‘‘One Night in Venice’’. 
Stage design: Walter Hoesslin; musical direction: Anton 
Paulik. 

The ‘‘Volksoper’’ will be closed from June 12th on to 
permit structural changes and refurbishing of the house. 

At University Square, the ‘‘Burgtheater’’ and the 
‘*Volksoper’’ will stage Honegger’s ‘‘Jeanne d’Arc’’ in a 
joint venture under Josef Gielen’s stage direction. Aglaja 
Schmid will play the title role. Conductor will be Miltiades 
Ceridis. 
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BAROQUE EXPOSITION IN STIFT MELK 
TO CELEBRATE FAMOUS BAROQUE ARCHITECT 

A comprehensive baroque exposition will be shown from 
the middle of May to the end of October this year in the Melk 
Monastery called Stift Melk, one of the most beautiful baroque 
structures of the world. The exposition is to be held in cele- 
bration of the 300st birthday of the famous baroque architect 
and sculptor Jakob Prandtauer and will show not only archi- 
tectural and sculptural masterpieces of the Baroque but 
paintings, examples of baroque book art, baroque music and 
musical instruments, and baroque handicraft as well. The 
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The Monastery of Melk 


Federal Institute for Horticulture will prepare an especially 
designed baroque garden. Stift Melk is spacious enough to 
house so comprehensive an exposition in its beautiful and 
generously appointed halls which in themselves must be con- 
Sidered jewels of baroque architecture. 


VIENNA FESTIVAL WEEKS TO BEGIN 
MAY 28th AND TO LAST FOUR WEEKS 

On May 28th at 8:30 p.m., Federal President Dr. Adolf 
Schaerf will open the Tenth Vienna Festival Weeks in front 
of the gaily illuminated Vienna Townhall. They will last un- 
til June 26th. That is an extension of one week beyond the 
three-week duration of former Vienna Festivals. Prepared by 
the former head of the Austrian Theater Administration Dr. 
Hilbert, they will present an extensive program and be large- 
ly dedicated to Gustav Mahler and his times. 

Paul Claudel’s ‘‘Jeanne d’Arc’’ and Max Mell’s ‘‘The 
Play of the Imitation Emulation of Christ’’ will be shown as 
open air performances in front of the Jesuits’ Church and of 
the ‘‘Stallburghof’’. The Vienna State Opera will show new 
adaptations of Richard Wagner’s ‘‘Die Goetterdaemmerung’’ 
and Umberto Giordano’s ‘‘Andre Chenier’’ in addition to 
thirteen new and well-known operas in the repertory. There 
will also be ballet evenings. The ‘‘Volksoper’’ will contrib- 
ute a new stage adaptation of Johann Strauss’ operetta ‘‘A 
Night in Venice’’. Five plays were selected from the stand- 
ing repertory for festival week performances. 

The ‘‘Burgtheater’’ plans a new performance of Shake- 
speare’s ‘‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’’ and the Akademie- 

















Page 8 


Austrian Information 


January 22, 1960 





theater one of Arthur Schnitzler’s ‘‘Anatol’’. Both theaters 
will show seven repertory performances of plays by well- 
known Austrian authors. The Theater in der Josefstadt will 
show Richard Billinger’s ‘‘The Giant’’, The Volkstheater 
Georg Buechner’s ‘‘Danton’s Death’’, The Kammerspiele 
Oedoen von Horvath’s ‘‘Back and Forth’’, and the Little 
Theater in der Josefstadt in the Concert House Beatrice 
Ferolli’s ‘‘Alphabet in Eternity’’ (Alphabet in der Ewigkeit) 
in new stage adaptations. The Theater in der Josefstadt will 
show five repertory performances of Austrian poets. 

Of the musical events of the Tenth Vienna Festival 
Weeks, Anton Bruckner’s Ninth Symphony, to be performed in 
the St. Stephan Cathedral in Vienna, Leonie Rysanek’s 
Operatic Concert and the Beetho en Cycle of the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra deserve spécial mention. Gustav 
Mahler’s Second, Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Symphonies top 
the list of important orchestra concerts to be performed by t! e 
Cologne Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Leipzig Gewandhaus 
Orchestra, the Prague Philharmonic Orchestra, the Warsaw 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra of 
the Vienna Concert House Society and the Concert Associa- 
tion of the Vienna State Opera Choir, the Singers’ Associa- 
tion of the Society of the Friends of Music and the Vienna 
Singakademie. 

There will be as many as eleven important expositions 





A new apartment house development 
in Vienna’s 20th district. 





in Vienna during the Festival, among them one titled ‘‘Gustav 
Mahler and his times’’ in the Vienna Secession Building and 
the Gauguin exposition sponsored by the Cultural Office of 
the City of Vienna. 
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